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Supervisory Attorney
Complaints Examination and Legal Administration
Federal Elections Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20463
Re: MURG6383
Dear Mr. Jordan:

Please accept this letter to serve as the Ohio News Organization’s (“OHNO™)
respense to the Federal Election Commission Complaint filed by Dan La Botz
(“Complainant™). As the following analysis explains, the OHNO used appropriate pre-
established criteria to select the participants for its debates and thus OHNO respectfully
requests that the Commiission dismiss the Complaint.

A.  Complainent’s Misgaided Allepations.

Caniplainent, a Sociaiiat Party casdidate for Olio’s open United States Senate
seat, alleges that OHINO has that he has been wrongfully excluded from participating in
the three debates sponsored by OHNO beteren candidates seeking the United States
Senate seat and that his exclusion results in OHNO being deemed to have made an in-
kind contribution to the Fisher and Portman campaigns. Specifically, Complainant
argues:

[ORNO’s] and its corporate members’ actions violate the FECA’s
ban on corporate contributions and 11 C.F.R. § 110.13(c) for fur
indeprendent reasons: (1) [OHNO] and its cerporate members had
no__pre-established objective criteria to determine which
candidates may participate in the debate;” (2) [OHNO] and its
corporate membess ysgd “nomsing

party as the solg obiectivg eriterion to dotennmc to include” Fisher
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and Portman in debates; (3) the [OHNO] and its members
Strusfired wihatesgr criteria “

selection of certain mve-ohosen participants.” that is, the criteria
were designed so “that only Democratic and Republican nominees
could reasonable achieve it; and (4) [OHNO] and its corporate
members kept their criteria secret and failed to disclose them to
anyore outside [OHNO)], its members, and the Portman and Fisher
campaigns, thus demying % qualified candidates (includirg La
Botz) the oppertunity to meet the alleged criveria.

[Canipléimt at ] 41 (emphmsis added).]

Complainant’s misguided factual allegationstates that OHNO impermissibly
relied upon a poll taken “after [OHNO] and its members had already decided to exclude
La Botz from its scheduled debates.” [Complaint at § 18 (empbasis in original).]

Complainant’s allegations ring hollow, as the following proves, OHNO had and
applicd pre-established objective criteria, did not use political party affiliation as the soie
objective criteria, did not structure its test to meet a pre-determined outcome and never
kept its criteria conrat.! Simply, Complainant’s exclusion from the dabains strms only
from bim not keing a vinble candidate with tie elecesnats.

B.  StstementofFacty,

The Ohio Newspaper Organization is made up of eight news organizations from
all across the State of Ohio. The members of OHNO are The Columbus Dispatch, The

Akron Beacon Journal, The Toledo Blade Company, The (Canton) Repository, The
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer, The Dayton Daily News, The Cincinnati Enquirer, and The
(Youngstown) Vindicator. [Marriten Aff, at ] 3.]

In Mk 20N), ssveral OHNO repremmiiatives bonan dissussism pstentiily
holtling a saries of dshales, thcluding debkates reletail to Ghio’s open Unitad States Senate
sedt as well as the race for governor. [Jil. at J5.] Given the limited time available to hold
the debates and the anticipated large field of candidates, OHNO decided that it would
extend debate invitations to the two frontrunners in both races. []d. at § 6.] To select the
front-runners, OHNO used pre-established criteria consistent with thosy applied by the

! The Complaint slleges some 43 paragraphs mostly relating & irrelevant alleged farts abows the
history of the Socialist Party in the United Srates dating to 1900 as welias Complainant’s opinion aoout the
alleged unconstitational exclusion of minor-perty candidates fir sixty-plus years from Ohio’s ballots.
Given iz vohsie nf soap box commentiry \ifered by Cootpisiusist in Ms cempltfint, OHNO genemiliy
denies each and every allegation set forth in Complainant’s complaint unless expressly admitted in Section
B herein.

LLP




Jeff S. Jordan, Esq.
October 21, 2010

Page 3

ZEIGER, TIGGES & LITTLE LLP

Commission on Presidential Debates. [Id.]  Specifically, OHNO first ensured the
eligibility of the oandidates sad thes paned dowm the field of candidates to the twa
frontrunners based upon indisetors of electoral supportm incieding aaiependent zwerent
(and historical) polling including Quinnipiac polling, conversation with political reporters
and sources regarding the races in question, and financial disclosures which provide
insights into a candidates viability. [Id.]

In the race Ior Ohio’s open United States Senate seat, there are five certified
candidates: Eric W. Deaton, Lee Fisher, Rob Portman, Daniel LaBotz, and Michael L.
Pryce, along witi n cartified write in camdidsir, Arthur T. Suliivan. Pollimy numbers
from July 209 through przsani have consistently established Messzs. Postman sad Fishar
as the clear frantrunmers. [Id. 1t 9§ 9-10] In relevamt vart, in 2009 the puiling numrbars
showed:

11044294278 —-

Feb 4 March 18 | May 6 July 7 Sept. 16 Nov. 12'
Fisher 42 41 42 37 42 36
Portman 27 33 31 33 31 39
Someone 1 1 1 2 1 -—
Else

[Quinnipiac Polling, Ex. B to Marrison Affidavit]

As of the last 2009 poll relied upon by OHNO, there was less than 1% interest in
all candidates other than Fisher and Portman. The 2010 palling numbers relied upon by
OHNO further reinforced the fact that Fisher and Portman were the two clear
frontrunners:

Feb 24 March31 [April29 [ Jume 30
Fisher 37 41 40 42
Portman __ | 40 37 37 40
Someone |- 1 1 1
Else
d.]

Tims,uof.lunciio 2010, and in each of the ten polls relied upon by OHNO,
thmemﬂmclmﬁonhmnem—thmandPomnm—mthauothercnndtdms
accounting on average for .09%. Essentially, there is not, and never was, any public
interest in any candidate other than Fisher or Portman. [Id. at § 10.] Had another
candidate, other than Fisher and Portman been a frontrunner, OHNO would have invited
that candidate, ingtead of Eisher or Portman. [Id. at 12.] Polling nmnbers, campaign
finanein] disolosures, not strictly pasty affiliation determined whe wouhd be imvited to
debate,



11044284279 —

Jeff'S. Jordan, Esq.

October 21, 2010 ZEIGER, TIGGES & LITTLE LLP

Page 4

Understanding this reality and the time restrictions, three one-hour debates, on or
about May 14, 2010, OFINO mvited the fremtrunners, Fislor and Portman to debate. [Id.
at§ 11} This did not, however, end the analysis. Rather, QHNO during the months of
June, July and August again analyzed the critesia to ensure that the frentrunners remained
the same. (Id.] They were.

Ultiniately, after working out the details, the Fisher and Portman campaigns
agreed to the series of debates on or about September 1, 2010. The one-hour debates
between Mesens. Fisher and Portrean wore to, ard did, take place or Ocwlesr 4 in Toledo;
Octohor 8 in Chcveland; asd October 12 in Columsbus. [Id.]

C. The Ohio Nemspaper Orgenimation Has Complied With All
Applicable Regulations In Staging The Debates Between The

Frontsunners For Ohio’s United States Senatp Seat,

The Federal Election Commission Regulations goveming the staging of candidate
debates are straightforward and weve complied with by OHNO. -

1.  OHNOIs Pewatittid To Hold Dehates,

The threshold question is whether OHNO qualifies as an organization permitted
to stage debates. In relevent part, the regulations permit broadcasters and bona fide
newspapers to stage debates:

Broadcasters (including a cable television operator,
programmer or producer), bona fide newspapers, maguzines
.amd other periodicAl publications may stage candidate debates
in accordance with this section and 11 CFR 1114.4(f),
provided they ire nst pvoesd or controllesi by a political
party, nofitical conmittmt or ceaditntd.

[11 CRF 110.13(a)(2) (emphasis added)]

Here, it is undisputed, “[OHNO] and its corporate members are ‘broadcasters’
within the meaning of 11 C.F.R. § 110.13(a)(2)." [Complaint at § 42.] It is likewise
undisputed that thee OHNO members are not owned or controlled by political parties,
committees or candidates. [Marrison Aff. at § 4.] Thus, OFNO is pemmitted to stage
political debates under the FEC’s regulations.

2 At the same time, OHNO also extended invitations to the front running candidates in the Ohio
gubematorial race, Messrs. Strickland and Kasich.
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2. HNO Used P i ion Cri

Since it is permissible for OHNO to stage debates, the next question is: was
proper selection criteria used in selecting the candidates to participate in the debates?
The answer is clear: Yes.

11 CRP §119.13(c) provides that “[f]or all debates, staging organization(s) must
use pre-established objective criteria to determine which candidates may participate in a
debate.” Thus, to satisfy this regulation, the aoriieria ramst bs pswmstablishbd amd
objentive. OHNG has met bath requinsramnts.

First, the selwetion criteria was clearly pre-established. It is undisputed that in
March 2010 during initial discussions about whether to hold gubematorial and Senate
debates and if so, whom to invite, OHNO settled on inviting the two “frontrunner” from
each of the selected races. [Marrison Aff. at §6.] To do so OHNO pre-established that it
would first ensure the eligibility of the candidates and then pare down the field of
candidmss to the two fronuwrunners based upon indicutors of elcctoul support inclutting
indnpandemt cuwremt (amil historical) Quifinipiao polling, cemvomation wiiy peditiead
repenteys and sonmiss regwnling tie mces in questinn, assl fimmsmial disclasures which
prowide irtaights indq a sendidates viekiiity. [Id.]

This criteria wes selected im Mareh 2010. Thereaftar, OHNO did its duwe diligesce
by reviewing the applicable polling numbers and other relevant information before
formally inviting Fisher and Portman campaigns to participate in the debate May 14,
2010. [Id.at§11.]

and,ﬂwcﬂtwiaembﬁshedbrselecﬁngthewmm&panuwu
“objective.” Wlille “objective” is urdkfimetl in the regniatioms, Cowsts have righiflilly

" found that “the FEC has chosen to give...organizations that wish to sponsor debates the

latitude to choose their own ‘objective’ criteria.” Perot v, Federal Election Commission,
97 F. 3d 553, 560 (D.C. Cir. 1996). Aagord Bochanan v, Federal El

aeral Elestion Gommission,
112 F.Supp.2d 58, 73 (D. D.C. 2000) (quoting Pesoi, 97 F.3d at 559) (“11 C.F.R. §
110.13(a) ‘does not spell out precisely what the phrass “objective criteria” means. ...’
The regulation therefore does not ‘mandat[e] a single set of “objective criteria” all
staging organizations must follow’ but rather *[gives] the individual organizations leeway
to decide wimr specific criteria to use.””); Corporate and Labor Organization Activity;
Express Advooacy and Coordination With Candidates, 60 FR 64,260, 64,262 (Dec. 14,
1995) (to be codified at 11 C.F.R. pt. 110) (“The choive of which objective etiteria lo =se
is largely let to the discretion of the sagit organization. The suggestion that the
critasia be ‘raaxmmble’ i not meded becarese measmablanens is ixuphiad.”).
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instance in Perot, “indicators of public enthusiasm (as, for instance, reflected in public
opininm polls)” was found to be an appropriate objective aritarion. 97 .34 at 557. The
same was true in Buchgnan, where “evidence of electoral support whick required ‘a leval
of support of at least 15%...” was an objectively reasonable criterion upon which to base
selection of the debate participants. 112 F. Supp. 2d at 61. Here, at the time of
determination, and for that matter throughout the entire history of the campaign, there
have been only two candidates with gay viable public support, Fisher and Portman the
two cardidates inrvited to participate In the series of OHNO debates.

Ani, finally, the FEC has appropriately permitted staging orgunization, like
OHNO here, to set objective criteria “to control the number of candidates participating in
a debate if the staging orgasization belicves there are too many candidetes to conduct a
meaningful debate.” Carpomte and Lahor Organization Activity; Exptess Advocacy and
Coordinatiorx With Candidates, 60 FR 64,260, 64,262 (Dec. 14, 1995) (to be codified at
11 C.F.R pt. 110). There are five certified candidates or the ballot and a sixth certified
write-in candidate. As none of the other candidates have any viable level of support, if
another candidate were included, there would be no objective reason for excluding any
other candidate with no putilic support. And, as OHNO apprupriately decided a six
candidate debute would not be meaningful. [Marrisoa Aff. ut § 12.)

D. sion
As the Ohio Newspaper Organization has fully complied with all applicable

regulations governing debates, we respectfully asigkhat the Federal Election Commission
dismiss the Complaint.

Please contact the undersigned sh:
additional informatioa.

cc:  Mark R. Brown, Esq. (w/enclosures)

Enclosures

MHL:t:157-109:204392
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2008 Candidate Selection Process

Commission on Presidential Debates' Nonpartisan Candidate Selection Criteria for 2008 General Election Debate
Participetion

A. Introduction

The mission of the nonpartisan Commission on Presidential Debales (the "CPD") is to ensure, lor the benefit of the
American electorate, that general election debales are hekl every four years between the leading candidates for
the offices of President and Vice Prasident of the Unted States. The CPD sponsored a serles of such debates In
sach of e gusi fum yenees clsstions, attl has boga the plamigy, propsratien, oed organization of » asses of
nonpastisan dabeins ameng =ading candidaiss (or e Pzasidangy snd ‘oo Presidency i the 2008 gprecal
elealion. As In prion yews, the CPU's wotar edicationul activitias will be sondusted in acoortiance with aft appliceble
legan requiremants, including regutationa of the Fedsral Elaclion Comeniasion thal requirs that dabate gponsers
extend invitations 10 debate based on the sppiication of “pre-estasished, objective® criteria.

The @il of the CPDia ciobetes i to allend ties xmmliom af te aublic an oymeriniy tw dupen talr views, in a
focused debate format, of those candidates from among whom the next Presidant and Vice President will be
golected. in sach of the last five elections, there were scares of declarad candidates for the Praskfency, exciuding
those seeking the nomination of one of the major parties. During the course of the campalgn, the candidaies are
affordad many gpeortuaiiies in & graat vidaty nf fosins le advance their candidesies. In ordar maat telly and felily
to achieve the eriugational pumpmass of lis debates, the CPD has developad nonpartissn, objectiva criteria upan
which 2 will base ks decisions regesding salection pf the candidates to parnicipats in is 2008 ¢sbates. The purpose
of ine criteria s t0.idéntily those candidates who have achieved a level of electoral suppsitauch thut they
realistictily are consiiured 10 b among U princisal Brals 8 ths Presidency.

In cexe=ocion v the G0RS gerovul alictien, the OFFD will apgly threw arttaria i eush IWEwd SuncwiEe w
deforwire whelixe Sut puBEne QUM for inwedlisn In Bre s mee of T CIENy Fsbahm. Ths wleria me (1)
conatieiimal elighifliv, iY) bake: aasess, and (3) allminm sappest. All thean odinela mink ba ssiisfied before a
candiinis wil be fladm debats.

B. 2006 Nurpartisan Selecton Citari

The CPD's nonpartisan criteria for selecting candidates fo participate In the 2008 ganeral election presidential
debates are:

1. Eviiencs of Conalistional Eliglhliity

The CPD's firat criterion requires astisfaction of the alighilily requirgments. of Article 1I, Section 1 of the
Consfitution. The requiremesnts are safisiied If the candidate:

EXHIBIT
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1. 15 al least 35 years of age;
2. is a Natural Bom Citizen of the United States and a reskient of the United States for fourteen years; and
3. Is otharwise eligible undar the Constitution.

2. Evidence of Ballot Access

The CP{™s sacond writarion requires thal the candidates qualfy to have his/her name appear on enough state
ballots to have at least a mathematioal chance of securing an Electoral College majority in the 2008 general
olection. Under U Gunsiihiting, ihe cardidate who mwires & 1mgjosity of ol in Wi Wincirmal Collagn, at
loast 270 wotes, is aleptad Presidunt mgendiess «f the aepular vais.

3. Indiusilnes of Elosjaral Suppost

The CPD's third criterian requires thal the candiiate have a level of support of at least 15% (fifteen percent) of
the national electorate as determined by five selected national public opinion poling organizations, using the
average of those organizations’ most recent publicly-reported resulls at the time of the determination.

C. Application ot Criterla

CPD's determination with respect to participation in CPD's first-scheduled debate will be made afier Labor Day
2008, but sufficlently In advance of the first-scheduled debate to aliow for orderly planning. Invitations to pasticipate
in the vice-presidential debate will be extended to the running mates of each of the presidential candidates
qualilying for participation in CPD's first presidential debate. invitations to particioate in the second and third of
CPP's schedulid presidimiinl Seb@ee will b based upen sulifaction of the sume MuIble critbria pior 1 oadl
debate.

Adoptad: October 2007
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_ JULY 2009
OBAMA'S APPROVAL DRg'l;i 11}: OHIO - CRITICAL SWING
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY POLL FINDS;

2010 SENATE RACE TIPS SLIGHTLY TO DEMOCRATS
President Barack Obama gets a lackluiter 49 - 44 percent approval rating in Ohio,
considerad by many to be the most important swing state in a presidential elsotion,
according to a Quinnipiac Unjversity poll released today. This is President Obama's
lowest approval rating in any national or statewide Quinnipiac University poll since he
was inaugurated and is down from 62 — 31 percent in a May 6 survey.

By a smnall 48 — 46 percent margin, voters disapprove of the way Obama is
handling the cconomy, the independent Quinnipiac (RWIN-uh-pe-ack) Univessity poll
finds. This is down frem a 57 — 36 percent approval Miy 6. A total 0586 petcent of
Ohio vatess arc "sanswhat di sstisfied” ve “very dissetisfitd™ with the way things are
going in the stats, while 33 percant are “way sudinfied” or “somesvhat satisfied,”
numbess that kavan't changed aince Qhaon was slostal.

Io the racs far Ohio’s U.S. Senate seat heing vrcated by refiring George
Voinovich in 2018, Lee Fisher and Jennifer Brunner remain neck-and-neck for the
Democratic nomination and both would defeat any of the GOP candidates If the
election were today.

RXIOCKOOKXXXNXKANIIOEKIK

In the Senate race, Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher bolds & 24 - 21 percent lead over
Secrcfiry of State Jummifer Brunner in the race for the Democratic nomination,
with S1 peroent unddsididd. '

Forzaer U.S. Suy. inlh Poxrtmax holds a 33 — 10 paxzent lepd over sar dunler
Tom Gianiey o= tim Reprhliran side, witk S5 prvarat undselded.

In genera) clection tria! heats, Brunner would defeat Ganley 35 - 31 percent
and get 35 percent fo Portman’s 34 percent. Fither leads Ganley 36 — 30 pereent
and Portman 37 - 33 percent.

From Juns 26 - July 1, Quinnipiac University surveyed 1,259 Ohio voters, with a
margin of error of +/- 2.8 percentage points. The survey includes 483 Democrats with a

EXHSIT
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margin of'error of +/- 4.5 percentage points and 445 Republicans with a margin of error
of +/-4.7 percentage points.

The Quinnipisz University Poll, directed by Douglas Schwartz, Ph.D., conducts
public opinion surveys in Florida, Pennsylvanis, New York, Now Jasey, Comnecticut,
Ohio and the nation ar & pablio sexvive and for pmemrch.

For mare data andd RES {eed - htth://www.quinnipiae.edudpnlling.xml, or (203)
582-5201.

(If xegistered Republican) A® you may know, Ohic Senator Georgs
Voinovich will not bs running for reelection in 2010. Thinking about
the 2010 Nepublicam primary ¥af Unitedl States Ssmator, L£ the 2010
Republicas prismcy far Wiited @tmtes Sanahnr wers haing held teMiy and
the candidates were Rok Porbman and Tom Sanlsy, for whoes would you
vote?

KEGISTERED REPS..
Tot Men Wom

Poxtman an st a5
Ganley 10 11 9
ELSE (VOL) i 1 1
WLDR'T VOTE (VOL) 2 3 -
DK/NA S5 46 (1]

TREND: (If rxegietered Republican) As you may know, Ohio Semator George
Voinaovich will not be rumning for reelection in 2010. Thinking about
the 2010 Republicen primary for United States Semator, if the 2010
Republican primary for Uniced States Senatce: were being held today and
the candidates werxe Rcd Poxrtman and Tom Ganley, for whom would you
v:he? (*Somoyrm Blas & Bouldn'‘t Votm voluntsswed pptigns not in amhidon
list)

REGISTERER BRPURLICANB..cc: .
Jul 7 May € NMar 18 Feb ¢
2008 2009 2009 2009*

Portman 3 as 3 33
Ganley 10 8 na na
Taylor na 8 14 11
SME ELSE (VOL) 1 b 3 1 -
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) 2 1 b | -

DK/NA (1] 54 53 56
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3. (If registered Democrat) Thinking about the 2010 Democratic primary
for Unitud Sbetes Swsmtor, if the 2018 Democratic primary for Waited
Statan Sepptar vwexe being hald today and the candidates were Lee Fishar
and Jennifex Brumner, for whom vould yon vote?

REGISTEBRED DENMS..
Tot Men Wom

Pisher 7] 314 204
Brunner 21 26 18
SMOME ESEE (VOL) 2 - 2
WLDN'T VAT=2({VOL) 3 1 4
DK/NA 51 42 56

TREND: (If registered Democrat) Thinking about the 2010 Democratic
primazy for United States Senator, if the 2010 Democratic primary for
United States Senator ware being held today and the candidates were Lee
Fisher mand Jennifer Bramer, £0r whom would y=u vote? (*Sumeome Else &
Wouldli't vote voluntesred optiond not in opriesm list / su=not adked)

DAGISTRRAD DEMOCRATS....-....
Jud 7 May 6 Mar 18 ¥ed 4
2009 2009 2009 2009+

risher 24 20 18 18
Brunner 21 6 14 18
Yatea na 4 6 ma
Ryan na na 12 14
Bkt (VOL) 2 1 1 -
WLDN!'T VOTR (VOL) 3 1 2 -
DX/NA 51 59 46 53

6. If the 3010 election for United States Semator were being held today
and the candidates were Lee Fisher the Democxrat and Rob Poxtman the
Republican, for wham

would you vote?

WtBraAgn
Tot Rep pam Ind flen Wom Bviglcel
Pisher 37s 5% 76% ass 33% 40% 28%
Portman 33 72 4 31 41 a7 44
SMOME ELSE (VOL) 2 - - 3 2 1 1
WIDN'T VOTE(VOL) a - 1 3 2 1 1
DK/NA a6 22 19 3s 21 3 a7

Cntrl NrthE NrxthW SthE SthWw Watint

Fisher sy % 0% 40% 24% ase
Portman aa 28 a5 26 53 40
SONE ELSE (VOL) 3 1 ] - 1 p 8
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) 1 1 4 - F ] 3
DK/EA 29 [ 1 as 3 19 17

TREND: If the 2010 election for Unitad Statea Senator wers being held
today and the candidates were Lee Fisher the Democrat and Rob Portman
the Republican, for whom would you vote?




11844294287

Jul7 May 6 Mar 18 Ped 4
2009 2009 2009 2008

Fisher 37 42 41 42
Portman 33 31 33 27
NIONE ELEE (VOL) 2 1 1 1
WLDN'T VOI2(VOL) 2 - 2 1
DK/NA 26 26 a4 29

7. If the 2010 slection for United States Senator were being held today
and the candidates were Lee Pigher the Democrat and Tom Ganley the
Republipan, for whom

would you vote?

WtBxrnAgn
Tot Rep Dem Ind Men Wom Bvaglel
Pishar 11 ] sS% 73% 26% Y]] 39% 1)
Ganley 30 68 a 29 38 24 43
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 1 - - 2 2 1 -
WLDN'T VQTE(VOL) 2 1l 1 1 2 1 2
DK/NA 3 28 22 42 a6 36 ag

Cntrl NrthE PFrthW SthE Sthw WstCnt

Pisher 36% 41% 31% 36% 21% an
Ganley a6 k] § a3 a3 4 35
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 2 - 2 - 1 1
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) 1 1 4 1 a 3
DK/¥A 5 26 a8 29 41 a4

8. If the 2010 election for United States Senmator were being held today
and the candidates were Jennifer Brunner the Democrat and Tom Ganley
the Republican, for

whom would you vote?

NtBrmAgn
Tot Rep Dam Iad ¥Mmn ¥om Bvaglel
Brunnexr 35% &% 71% a3 31% 3% 27%
Ganley k3 § 67 4 30 3s a5 41
SONE ELSE (VOL) 1 - - 2 2 p -
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) a2 2 1 2 3 1 1
DK/NA E as z8 44 a8 3s 31

Cntrl BSrthE Nrthw BSthE Sth¥ Weslnt

Brunnex ass 37N 40% 1% as a7
Ganley kI 30 e3 as 34 s
SMOME ELSE (VOL) 1 - L] - 1 1
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) - 3 2 - 3 3

DK/¥A 32 30 3 § 3¢ 38 24
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9. If the 2010 election for United States Senator were being held today
and the candidates wexe dmanifer Rrumcar the Demoexat sad Rab Portman

the Republican, for
whom would you vote?

Brunner

Portman

EZSE (VOL)
WLDN!T VOTE (VOL)
DK/¥A

Brunner

Portman

SMONE ELSE (VOL)
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL)
DKR/Ra

Cntrl
318
as

2

31

sy

28
1

32

Nrthw

41
22
4
2
31

Ind Men
26% 31
32 42
2 2
1 3
a9 24
SthE Sthw
32% 24%
29 L |
- 1
- 1
k7| 21

397

27
1

3

WatCnt

3es

as
1
3

20

WtBrnAgn
Evnglcl

2s%
46

TREND: Xf the 2910 election for United States Senator wexe being held
today and the candidates were Jennifer Brunner tha Democrat and Rob

Portman the Republican, for whom would you vote?

Brunnexr

Portman

SMOME ELSE (VOL)
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL)
DK/NA

Jul 7
am9

35
a4
1
1
2

Mey 6
2000

27

Maxr 18 PFeb 4
2009

39
34
b
a
a5

38
<8
1
1
3
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FOR RELEASE: SEPTEMBER 16, 2009

OBAMA BACK OVER 50% IN OHIO,
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY POLL FINDS;
ALL DEMS DOING BETIER, BUY VOTERS SPLIT ON HEALTH
CARE
President Barack Obama’s job approval among Ohio voters is 53 — 42 percent, up
slightly foeicn 48 —~ 44 perceat July 7, but votess split 44 — 44 percent in their support of
his health care plan, according to a Quinnipiac University poll relezsed today.

The independent Quinnipiac (K WIN-uh-pe-ack) University survey also finds a
general uptick for Democrats in the Buckeye State over the summer, evidencing itself in
higher approval ratings and slightly stronger showings for the party’s candidates for the
U.S. Senate.

" In the face-offTor the Democratic nomination for the U.S. Senie, Lt. Gov. Lee
Fisher has opemed a 26 — 17 percent lead over Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner, with
55 percent undsmided, while in thie GOP inkapasty fight former U.S. Sep. Rob Pectman
leads Cleveland arce cer dealer Tom Gualey 27 — 9 percast, with 61 pearant undecided.

In gensral alection matatwina:

s Fisher tops Portnan 42 - 31 percent and Ganley 41 — 29 perent;
o Brunner tops Portman 39 — 34 percent and Ganley 39 — 31 percent.

“Perhaps it’s because the poll was taken immediately after the President's
nationaiiy-televised pitme-tiziie speech to Congress, but Dernociatic fortunes in Chio
have improved slightly across-the-board,” said Peter Brown, assistant director of the
Quinnipiac Universily Polling Institute. *Not only have the President’s mumbers
impreved, but o hew those of Guv. Ted Strickland and the party’s wwo U.8, Benfte
candidates.”

Frem September 10— 13, Quinniplac University suceeyed 1,074 Ohvio wotess, with
a margin of ezror of +/- 3 percentage points. The survey includes 375 Republicans with a
margin of error of +/- 5 percentage points and 421 Democrats with 2 margin of error of
+/- 4.8 percentage points.
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The Quinnipiac University Poll, directed by Douglas Schwartz, Ph.D., conducts public
opinion surveys in Florida, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Ohio and
the nation as a public service and for reseurch.

1. (If registexsd Republican) If the 2010 RMepublican primary for United
States Senator were being held today and the candidates waere Rob
Portman and Tom @Gunley, fdr whum would you vete?

REGISTERRD REPE. .
Tot Men Wom

Portman 27% 32% 22%
Ganley 9 10 9
SMORE RLSE (VOL) 1 1 1
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 2 3 2
DK/NA 61 55 66

TREND: (Xf registered Republican) If the 2010 Republican primary for
United States Senator were Meing held today and the candidates were Rob
Portman and Tom Ganley, for whom would you vote? (*Somecne Else &
Woulda't Vote voluntemrel options szt in gptiom list)

REGISTERED REPUBLICANS......
Sep 16 JUl 7 May 6 Mar 18 Feb 4
2009 2008 2009 2009  2009*

Poxtman 27 33 29 3l a3
Ganley 9 10 8 ma na
Taylor na na (] 1¢ 1
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 1 p § 1 1 -
WLON'T VOTE(VOL) 2 2 1 1 -
DK/NA 61 55 54 52 56

2. (If registered Democrat) If the 2010 Democratic primary for United
States Senstor were being bwld today and the candidates were lLes Fisher
and Jeanifer Brumnez, for wilom would you vote?

REGISTERSED DEMB. .
Tot Men ¥Yom

Plaher ase 3as 1%
Brunner 17 13 20
&CNE ELSE (VOL) 1 2 -
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 2 4 -
DX/NA 55 50 58

TREND: (If reglatered Democrat) If the 2010 Democratic primazy for
United gtates Senator were being Imild today and the candidatass were Lee
Plaber and Jenmifey Brumner, for whem would you vote? (*Someone Blse &
Noulda't Vote voluntesred options not in option list / na = not asked)

Sep 16 Jul 7 May 6§ Mar 18 Feb ¢
20039 2009 2009 2008 2009+




)
)
Q@
fan
v

Pisher 26 24 20 18 18

Bruaner 17 22 16 14 16
Yatas aa na 4 6 na
Ryan na na na 12 14
SMONE ELSE (VOL) p § 2 1 p -
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 2 3 1 2 -
DK/NA S5 51 59 46 83

4. If the 2010 elwdtion for United States Semitor wexs being held today
and the candidates were Len Fisher the Democrat and Rbb Portmm the
Republiganm, for whom

would you vote?

WtBrnAgn
Tot Rep . Dem Ind Men Hom Bvnglel
Fisher 42% 13% 74% 3as 40% 144 aas
Portman n 68 4 a0 37 - 26 45
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 1 - 1 1 1 - -
WLDN'T VOTE({VOL) 1 - 1 b 1 1 3
DK/NA a6 19 20 36 1. 23 21

Cntrl NxthE NrthW BSthE SthWN WstCnt

Pisher 388 S0  38% 458 38y 32%
Poxtman 30 26 26 15 47 41
SMONE ELSE (VOL) - - 1 - 1 2
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) - - 2 5 - -
DK/5a 32 24 a4 36 s 23

TRBND: If the 2010 election for United States Senator were being held
today and the candidates were Lee Fishsr the Democrat and Rob Portwman
the Republican, for whom would you wvote?

SBep 16 Jul 7?7 May 6 Mar 18 Feb 4
2009 2009 2009 2009 2009

Fisher 42 37 42 41 42
Portman 31 33 31 33 27
SMONE ELSE (VOL) b § 2 1 b § 1
WLDN'T VOTR(VOL) i 2 - a p |
DE/NA 26 26 26 24 29

5. 1F the 2010 election for United States Senator were being held today
and the candidates were Lee Fisher the Democrat and Tom Ganley the
Republican, for wEom

would ysu vote?

WtBraAm
‘Bot Rep Deam Ind nen Wom Bviylel

Fisher 41% 10% 77% 30% 41% 42% 2%
Ganley as 64 a 30 33 26 44
SONE ELSE (VOL) 1 b § 1 2 2 1 1
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) 1 - 1 3 1 1 1
DK/NA 27 a4 20 35 a3 30 as
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Cntrl RrthE NrthW SthE SthW WetCat

Pisher 3%  47% 0% 53%F 3k 30%
Ganley 32 27 24 15 3 40
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 1 - 1 - g 2
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) - 2 2 5 - 1
DK/NA 29 24 33 28 27 28

TREND: If the 2010 election for United States Senatoxr wers being held
today and the candidates wexe Lee Fisher the Democrat and Tom Ganley
the Republican, for whom wnuld

you vote?

Sep 16 Jul 7

2009 2009
Fisher 4} 36
Ganley a9 30
SMONE ELSE (VOL 1 1
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) 1 2
DK/EA 27 31

6. If the 2010 election for United Statea Senator were being held today
and the candidates were Jemnifer Brunner the Democrat and Tom Ganley
the Republican, for

whom would you vote?

WtBrnAgn
Tot Rep Dem Ind Man Wom BEvnglel

Brunner 39% 6% 708 sy 37% 418 26%

Ganley 31 71 S 25 36 a7 46

SMONE ELSE (VOL) 2 b § 1 3 3 b § 2

WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) 1 - 1 3 2 p | 2

DK/NA a7 22 23 34 22 31 as

Cntrl NrthE NrthW SthE Sth¥ WstCnt

Brunner 41 3% 38 43¢ 36 1}
Ganley 27 30 3 18 30 3
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 1 1 2 - 2 5
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) 1 1 2 7 - 1
DK/MA 30 25 28 33 24 2¢

TREED: If the 2010 election for United States Semator were being held
today =l the candidates were Jennifer Brummer the Democrat and Tom
Ganley the Republican, for whom would you vote?

Sep 1§ Jul 7
2009 2009

Brunner 39 35
Ganley 31 3
SONE ELEE (VOL) 2 1
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WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) 1 2
DX/NA 27 31

7. 1If the 2010 election for United States Senator were being held today
and the candidates ware Jennifer Brunmer the Democrat and Rob Portman
the Republican, for

whowm would you vote=?

WtBrnAgn
Tot Rep Dem Ind Men Wom Evnglcl
Brunner 39% 1) 9% sy N 42¥ 26%
Portman 34 74 5 30 40 28 50
SMOME ELSE (VOL) 1 - 1 2 2 1 2
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) b § - 1 1 1 - 1
DK/NA as 18 24 a 20 29 22

Cntrl NrthE NxthW B8thE 8thW WstCnt

Brunner 39%  45% 40% 398 338 328
Portman 33 a8 29 23 50 42
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 1 1 1 - - 2
WLDN'T VOTB(VOL) - 1 - 5 - -
DK/RA 27 26 30 33 17 2¢

TREND: If the 2010 election for United States Senator were being held
today and the candidates were Jemnifer Brumner the Democrat and Rob
Portman the Republican, for whom would you vote?

Sep 16 Jul 7?7 May 6 Mar 18 Yeb 4

2000 2009 2009 2009 2000

Brunner s s 40 39 38
Poxrtman 34 34 33 34 as
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 1 1 - 1 b
WIDN'T VOTE (VOL) 1 1 - 2 1
DK/NA 2s 29 27 25 3

10. Is your opiniva of -~ Lee Fishex Zavorable, unfavorsble or haven't
you heard enough about him?

NtBxnAgn
Tot Rep Dem Ind Men Wwom Bvnglcl
Favorable 2% 15% 56% 23% 35% 31% aan
Unfavorable 23 23 4 14 18 9 19
Hva't hrd enough 54 61 40 62 46 60 58
REFUBED b § - 1 1 1 1 2

Cntxl NrxthE Nrthw SthE 8Sth¥  WetCnt

Favorable 328 ase % 3aqs 8% 248%
Unfaverable 14 14 11 [ 12 1e
Bvn't hrd enough 54 46 61 G4 59 62
REFUSED 1 1 p § - 1 1

TREND: Is your opinion of - Lee Fisher favorable, unfavorable or
haven't you heard enough about him?
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FOR RELEASE: NOVEMBER 12, 2009

DEMS FADE IN OHIO SENATE RACE,
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY POLL FINDS;
OBAMA GETS NEGATIVE SCORE IN KEY SWING §TATE

For the first time, Republivan Rob Portman is inching ahead of the two Demecrats in the
2010 race for Ohio's U.S. Senate seat, according to a Quinnipiac University poll released

today.
Pestnman, a former Congresaman ranning for the U.S. Seriste in 2010, lnds smnall

leads over two Democrats, topping Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner 38 — 34 percent
and Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher 39 - 36 percent. In the battle for the Democratic Senate
nomination, Fisher gets 24 percent to Brunner’s 22 percent, with 51 percent undecided.
Portman leads car dealer Tom Ganley 26 — 7 percent in a GOP primary with 64 percent
undeuiied.

“Nume of the Sexmte sandidates as wery well kepnm, but what is sigmifisent is
that maéil nosv Democrats were winning all the Senate matchups. Clearly there is an at
least temporary swing toward the GOP in Ohio. Whather it continues is anyanc’s guess,”
said Bxown.

1. (If registered Republican) If the 2010 Republican primary for United
States Senatcor were being held today and the candidates were Rob
Portman and Tom Ganley, for whom would you vote?

REGISTERED REPH..
Tot Men Wom

Portman asy ass 248
Ganley 7 6 8
ELSE (VOL) 2 3 1
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 1 - 2
DK/¥A 64 62 65

TREND: (If registered Republican) If the 2010 Republican primary for
United States Senator ware being held today and the candidates were Rob
Portman and Tom Ganley, for whom would you vote? (*Someone Elme &
Wouldn't Vote volunteersd options not in option list / na = not asked)

Nov 12 Sepg 16 adul 7 May 6 Maxr 18 PFeh 4
2009 2009 2009 2008 2009 2009

Portman a3 27 b ) ) 29 31 33
Ganley 7 9 10 [ ] = na
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Taylox na na na ] 14 11
SMONE BLSE (VOL) 2 1 1 1 1

WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) 1 2 2 1 1 -
DK/NA 64 61 S5 s¢ 52 56

2. (If registered Democrat) If the 2010 Democratic primary for United
States Senator were being held today and the candidates were Lee Fisher
and Jeanifer BExweuret, for whom would you vote?

REGISTERED DENS. .
Tot Men Wom

Fisher 4% 29% 20%
Brunner 22 a3 22
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 1 ) 1
WLDN'® YOTE (VOL) ] 3 -
DK/¥A 51 43 57

TREND: (If neégiatered Democrat) If khe 2010 Democratic primary for
United States Semator were being held today and the candidates were Lae
Fisher and Jennifer Brunmer, for whom would you vote? (*Someone Else &
Wouldn't Vote voluntaexed options ant in qption list / na = oot asked)

m!smm“l.l.-lII.I..I.II.III.'I.I
Nov 12 Sep 16 Jul 7 May 6 Nar 18 Feb 4
2009 2009 2008 2005 2009  2009¢

Fisher 24 a6 24 20 10 18
Brunner 22 17 21 16 14 16
Yates na na m 4 (4 na
Ryan na aa na na 12 14
SMONE ELSB (VOL) 1 b § 2 1 1 -
WLDE'T VOTE (VOL) 2 2 3 p | 2 -
DK/NA 51 S5 51 59 46 $3

4. IT the 2010 election for United States Seumtor wexe being held today
and dke candidates were Lee Fisher the Democarat and Rbb Portman the
Republican, fozr whom

would you vote?

WCETUAgD
ot Rep Dem Ind Men ¥am Eviglal
Figher 36% s 70% a”e 33 38% 29%
Portman 39 7€ 10 k] 44 34 48
SMONE ELSE (VOL) - - - 1 - - -
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 1 1 - a 1 1 1
DK/FA 24 20 19 9 an 26 21

Catrl MrthE NrthW BthE 6thN WauCnt

Fisher 31s 41% 48% a“s 19% 33%
Portman 46 as 18 ae 63 45
SCNE ELEE (VOL) 1 - - - 1 -
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 2 3 - - - -

DK/BA 19 a8 T 17 18 22
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TREND: If the 2010 election for United Statea Senator were being held
today and the samdidatea wmre Ime Pigher tha Demoarat amd Rob Portman
the Rapublicen, fox whim woyuld you voke?

Rov 12 8ep 16

2009
Fisher 36
Portman 39
SMONE ELSE (VOL) -
WLON'T VOUE (VOL) 1
DK/NA 24

42
i
1
1
26

Jul 7
2009

37
33
2
2
26

May 6
2009 2009
'} .1
3 33

1 1

- 2
26 2¢

Maxr 18 Feb 4

42
27
1
1
a’

S. If the 2010 election for United States Senator were being held today
and the candidates were Lee Fisher the Democrat and Tom Ganley the

Republican, for whom
would you vite?

Tot
Fisher ek
Ganley 34
SNONE BLSE({VOL) -
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 1
DX/NA 27

cntrl
Pigher 33%
Ganley 43
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 1
WLDN'T VOTE({VOL) 3
DK/NA 21

Rep Dem Ind
(1] 72% ash
70 7 32
- - 1
b § - 3
22 21 36
NxthE NKrthN 8thE
40% a7¢ 53%
30 a5 29
F - -
a7 a3 18

WtBrnAgn

Nom Bvnglcl
k1.1 30%

31 43

2 1

30 26
WestCunt
ass
39
a3

TREND: If the 2010 election for United States Senator were being held
today and the candidates were Lee Figher the Damocrat and Tom Ganley
the Republican, for whom would you vote?

Nov 12 Sep 16

2009
FPisuer e
Ganlew k)
SMONE ELSE(VOL -
WLDN*'T VOTE (VOL) 1
DK/¥A 27

41
a9
p !
1
a7

Jul 7
200%

36
30
1
3
a1

6. If ¢he 2010 election far United States Senator were bheing held today
and the candidates wers Jeanifer Brummer the Democrat and Tom Ganley

the Republican, for
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whom would you vote?

W
Tot Rep Den Ind Men wom Evaglel
Brunner 3s% k13 89% kb 31y 3n s
Ganley 32 (] 4 29 39 26 40
SMONE EESE (VOL) 1 - - 1 Y - 1
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 2 1 2 1 3 1 -
DK/NA 30 a8 25 38 27 33 a8

Cntrl NrthE NrthW SthE SthWw WetCat

Brunner 31%  35% 458 53¢ " 29%¢ 368
Ganley a1 29 18 23 33 42
SMONE ELSE (VOL) - 1 - - 2 -
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 3 1 - 3 s -
DK/NA a6 3 37 22 33 22

TREND: If the 2010 election for United States Senatox were baing held
today and the candidates were Jennifer Brinmer the Democrannh and Tea
Ganley the Republican, for whom would you vote?

Nov 12 Sep 16 Jul 7
2009 2009 2009

Brunnex s 39 38
Ganley 32 T 3
DONE ELIE (VOL) 1 2 1
WLDN'T VOTE (VOL) 2 1 2
DX/¥A 30 27 31

7. If the 2010 election for United States Senator were being held today
and the candidates were Jennifer Brunner the Democrat and Rob Portman
the Republican, for

whom would you vote?

WtBrnAgn
Tot Rep Den Ind Maxx Wom Bunglcl
Bzvaner 34% 1% 65% 30% 3is 37% asy
Poxtman 3e 74 10 36 443 34 48
RMONE RLSE (VOL) - - - 1 - - -
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 1 1 1 1 1 1 -
DK/NA 27 a1 a¢ 33 26 28 a4

Cntrl &SrthE Nrthw BSthE Sthw Wsttat

Brunnerxr 33% 4% 46% 43% 23% 36%
Portman 44 b ) § 17 33 57 47
SONE ELSE (VOL) - 1 - - - -
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 2 1l - 2 - -
DX/NA 33 34 k] a1l 19 A7

TREND: If the 2010 election for United States Senator wera heing held
today and the candidates were Jemnifer Brunner tha Democrat and Rob
Portman the Republican, for whom would you vote?
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Nov 12 Sep 16 Jul 7 May 6 Mar 18 Feb 4
2009 2009 2009 2009 2009 2009

Brunner 3¢ 39 35 «@w 39 a8
Portman 38 34 34 32 % 20
ELSE (VOL) - 1 1 - i 1
WLDN'T VOTE(VOL) 1 1 1 - 2 i
DX/NA a7 25 29 27 as k38
FOR RELEASE: JUNE 30, 2010
FISHER, PORTMAN LOCKED IN HORSE RACE IN OHIO
SENATE BID,

QUENNIPIAC UNIVERSITY ROLL FISDS;

OBAMA CAN'T GET ABOVE WATER IN KEY SWING STATE
Demacratic Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher and Republican Rob Portman remain in a tight race for
Ohio’s U.S. Senate seat with 42 percent for Fisher and 40 percent for Portman, with 17
mWMMMMﬁomApﬁImdMﬁchmnmw
a Quimmipiac Univemity peli reloased today.

2. If the 2010 election for United States Senator were being held today
and the candidates were Lee Fisher the Democrat and Rob Portman the

Republican, for whom
would you vote?

WtBrnAgn
Tot Rep Dem Ind Men VWom  Evnglel
Fisher 428 (1] 84y ™ 7% 46% 27%
Portman 40 01 5 39 49 32 54
SMOME ELSE (VOL) 1 - - 2 2 - 1
WLDN*'T VOTE (VOL) p ¥ - 1 1l - 1 -
DK/MA 17 13 9 a1 11 a1 17

TREND: If the 2010 election for United States Senator were being held
today and the candidates wers Lea FPisher the Democrat and Rob Portman
the Republican, for whom.would you vote? (Data available upon request
back to Feb 2009)

Jun 30 Apr 29 Mar 31 Feb 24 Nov 12 B8ep 16

Jul 7

2010 2010 2010 2010 2009 - 2009
2009
Fisher 42 40 41 37 aé 42 37
Portman 40 k) 37 40 39 33 33
SMONE ELSE (VOL) 1 1 1 - - 1 2
WLDN'T VOTE{VOL) b § 1 a b} 1 2

1
DK/NA 17 21 a1 1 24 a6 26




